
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   OCHA/Humaira Mehboob 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Insecurity in North Waziristan 

Agency has forced thousands to 

move to safer places in the 

neighboring districts. 

 Predictions of normal to below-

normal monsoon rains remain for 

August and September. 

 World Humanitarian Day 2014 

celebrates Humanitarian Heroes 

and calls for Messengers of 

Humanity. 

FIGURES  

Pre-existing 
estimated IDPs 
in KP and FATA  

930,000 

Displaced from 
NWAS to other 
parts of 
Pakistan as of 
15 July 
* Pending NADRA 
verification 

992,649* 

Expected 
returnees to 
FATA in 2014 
(FDMA) 

270,000 

Returnees to 
FATA since Nov 
2013 (FDMA) 

Over 
100,000 

Registered 
Afghan refugees 
(UNHCR) 

1.6 
million 

Food insecure 
(National Nutrition 
Survey 2011) 

58% 

 

2014 FUNDING 

HCT Strategic Plan 

352m (US$) Initially 

required  

112m (US$) Donated 

240m (US$) Still 

required 

NWA IDP needs 

99m (US$) Requested 

13m (US$) Donated 

86m (US$) Still required 

Thousands of NWA IDPs in need of assistance 

Families forced to live in harsh conditions in neighbouring districts 

Hundreds of thousands of North Waziristan Agency (NWA) residents left their homes on 
short notice as the Government launched a military operation on 15 June. As of 15 July, 
the government reported registering 992,649 individuals (90,756 families) as displaced. 
While the National Database Registration Authority continues the verification process for 
duplications, and other errors, it is expected that the number of registered displaced 
people will decrease and will be closer to the current working figure of 500,000 
displaced people. As of 15 July, 39,453 registered households were verified; 15,250 
households were rejected.  

Most of the displaced left with few belongings and travelled for hours to cover a distance 
of a few kilometres, approximately 74 per cent are women and children. The majority of 
the displaced are now in Bannu district while others have moved to Dera Ismail Khan, 
Lakki Marwat, Tank, Hangu, Karak, Kohat and Peshawar districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). 

Although the Government has established a camp in Frontier Region of Bannu, only 61 
families have moved into the camp. Others are staying in schools, public buildings, 
rented houses or with relatives and friends. Reportedly, many families are crammed in 
small spaces with little facilities with harsh summer temperatures exceeding 40 degrees 
Celsius. Due to increased housing demands rents have increased, while civic facilities 
are under stress due to this increased pressure. The Director General Provincial 
Disaster Management Authority indicated that accommodation is becoming a serious 
challenge, especially as many people shun camps in favour of host community 
accommodations. 

The Government and the humanitarian community are providing immediate relief 
assistance to the displaced. The Government is providing cash grants to registered 
displaced people while local 
government line departments 
are collaborating to provide 
assistance to the displaced. 
Humanitarian partners have 
responded by providing food 
assistance, essential medical 
supplies, clean drinking water, 
non-food and shelter items, 
and addressing protection 
issues. They are also 
strengthening the capacity of 
government staff to respond 
to such a large displacement.  
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Coordinated assessment to identify humanitarian needs  

Humanitarian partners, in close collaboration with provincial authorities, conducted a 
Multi-Sector Initial Rapid Assessment (MIRA) in Bannu on 13 and 14 July. Seventy 
enumerators, including 12 women, participated in the data collection. Initial findings are 
expected by next week. 

Health partners rush to support overburdened health facilities 

Over 80 per cent of the displaced chose to stay in Bannu district. Bannu has a pre-
existing population of some 1.2 million people. However, with thousands more families 
arriving, this puts extra strain on facilities, especially, on the health facilities. 
Government health authorities declared that the displaced people can use health 
facilities from all the health centres.  

The Government and humanitarian partners are conducting vaccination campaigns to 
target vaccine-preventable diseases, such as polio and measles. To avoid the spread of 
polio, blanket polio vaccination is being conducted for those displaced from NWA who 
have never been vaccinated for polio due to a ban on polio vaccination in the Agency. 

WHO provided medicine sufficient for over 324,000 people in the district. Given the hot 
weather, the chances for diarrhoea spreading have also increased. Sufficient Diarrhoea 
Disease Kits are being made available. Since approximately 74 per cent of the displaced 
are women and children, a special emphasis is being made to augment mother and 
child health care. The Women and Children Hospital is over burdened and health 
partners are planning to strengthen and extend facilities in the hospital.  

Other efforts include strengthening the disease surveillance system and training the 
health staff to respond to outbreaks. The Disease Early Warning System is now 
functional in Bannu. Health and WASH partners are coordinating to ensure that clean 
drinking water is available to the displaced population. Consequently, water sources are 
being tested and chlorinated.  

The lack of female medical staff (doctors, paediatricians, Women Medical Officer, Lady 
Health Workers) remains a challenge as very few women medical officers are available. 
Partners are making efforts to deploy women medical officers from other districts.  

May monsoon predictions bearing out 

Normal to below-normal monsoon rains prediction for 2014 

Preliminary monsoon predictions by the Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD), 
highlighted in the May Humanitarian Bulletin, predicted normal to below-normal 
monsoon rains for most of the country, and remain mostly the same for August and 
September. For August, PMD forecasts a slightly above normal rainfall for the core 
monsoon region. Overall, the core monsoon region - central to northern Punjab, Jammu 
and Kashmir; central parts of KP; and coastal areas of Sindh and Balochistan Provinces 
- may experience a 10-20 per cent below-normal rainfall. Normal rainfall is expected for 
the northern parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit Baltistan, central to western parts of 
Balochistan and some areas adjoining Sindh. 

El Niño Impact in Pakistan 

Although the May predictions of the El Niño effect still remain, according to a 26 June 
World Meteorological Organization El Niño Update, there is a 60 per cent likelihood of 
an El Niño being fully established between June and August, increasing to 75-80 per 
cent in the last quarter of 2014. Although Pacific Ocean temperatures have warmed to 
El Niño thresholds and exceeded it in certain areas atmospheric conditions remain 
neutral; meaning the El Niño effect has not started. El Niño events produce drier and 
hotter weather conditions and are natural phenomena recurring two to seven years. The 
last El Niño was in 2009/2010. Their counterparts, La Niñas, are associated with cooler 
years. The potential intensity remains uncertain, but WMO predicts a moderate strength 
event occurring. 

With the monsoon forecast 

coming true so far, the risk 

of drought effects 

strengthening in parts of 

Balochistan and Sindh 

have increased which also 

faced severe dry condition 

in the past year.  

The lack of women medical 

officers in hosting districts 

posing challenges to 

respond to the health 

needs of women and 

children who constitute 

some 74 per cent of the 

total IDPs.  

http://www.wmo.int/pages/mediacentre/press_releases/linkedfiles/ENLNJUNE2014_E.docx


Pakistan Humanitarian Bulletin |3 
 
 

 

According to the Drought Watch Bulletin 1 July there are moderate drought conditions in 
Sindh (Tharparakar, parts of Mirpurkhas, Thatta and Jamshoro districts) and emerging 
drought conditions in Balochistan (Turbat, Kech district; Dalbadin, Chagai district; 
Khuzdar and Sibi districts). In the 16 June PMD forecast, Outlook for Monsoon Season 
(July-September) 2014, PMD also noted that an effective water management practice 
may be needed to fill main reservoirs to optimal levels. There is also the possibility of 
localized urban/flash flooding with interactions of the easterly and westerly systems. 

The Weekly Monsoon Outlook and National Drought Monitoring Centre can be accessed 
on PMD's website at http://www.pmd.gov.pk/Weeklyweather/NWWO.html and 
http://www.pmd.gov.pk/ndmc/index.htm, respectively. 

Celebrate World Humanitarian Day 2014 

What is World Humanitarian Day? 

World Humanitarian Day falls on 19 August each 
year, which marks the day 22 people were killed in 
2003 in the bombing of the UN Headquarters in 
Baghdad. 

The day commemorates all who lost their lives in 
humanitarian service and celebrates the spirit that 
inspires humanitarian work around the world. 

Last year’s campaign, “The World Needs More”, 
called on United Nations Member States, 
companies, organizations, celebrities and 
individuals to share or sponsor a word that is 
meaningful to them, their particular advocacy 
initiatives or their brands. The 2013 campaign 
turned social media shares into money, resulting in 
over 1 billion social media impressions and media mentions.Sponsored words 
generated over US$653,000 for the Global Humanitarian Fund for under-funded 
emergencies and campaign support. 

This year’s theme, #theworldneedsmore #HumanitarianHeroes, builds on last year’s 
theme. 2014 profiles Humanitarian Heroes from all walks of life; people who are 
committed to making a difference. 

How can you show your support? 

Join millions around the world on 19 August to celebrate humanitarians everywhere. 
Sign up to become a Messenger of Humanity and join an online group of people 
motivated to take action in the name of humanity. Messengers will be called on to take 
an important social action on 19 August. 

Events in Pakistan are being planned. Help build momentum and celebrate and support 
the good work of #humanitarianheroes. 

For more information, visit www.worldhumanitarianday.org. 

For further information, please contact: ochapakistan@un.org 
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: pak.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org/pakistan 
| www.reliefweb.int/country/pak| Facebook| Twitter 

http://www.pmd.gov.pk/Weeklyweather/NWWO.html
http://www.pmd.gov.pk/ndmc/index.htm
http://www.worldhumanitarianday.org/
mailto:ochapakistan@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/pakistan
http://www.reliefweb.int/country/pak
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OCHA-Pakistan/607899432566954
https://twitter.com/OCHAPakistan

